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MEETING RECORD 

Village of Mount Kisco Comprehensive Plan 

Public Workshop 1 

March 1, 2018, 7:00 pm, Mount Kisco Public Library 

On Thursday March 1, 2018, BFJ Planning facilitated the first Public Workshop for the Mount Kisco 

Comprehensive Plan. The event was held at the Mount Kisco Public Library and started with a 

presentation on how the comprehensive planning process works, an outline of preliminary existing 

conditions research, and a discussion of the vision and goals that emerged from the 2000 

Comprehensive Plan. The workshop was attended by approximately 50 people, including members of 

the steering committee, board of trustees and the public. Public attendees provided feedback and 

comments on the existing vision and goals of the 2000 Comprehensive Plan as outlined in the 

presentation and on large-scale boards and maps located around the room. Members of the public were 

provided six green dots, corresponding to the six goals outlined in the 2000 Plan. Following a short 

break, the public shared their ideas about what the new plan should achieve in an open Town Hall 

discussion. The purpose of the exercise was to provide the public with an opportunity to provide input 

on the relative importance of the goals, and how the 2018 Comprehensive Plan should adjust to 

encompass the Village’s vision and goals today. 

Mayor Gina Picinich opened the workshop by welcoming members of the public, introducing the 

steering committee and the consultant team. 

Frank Fish, Principal of BFJ Planning began the presentation with an overview of the comprehensive 

planning process, including a discussion of the reasons for conducting an update of the Village’s 2000 

Plan. The overview also included a description of the project timeline, which includes four additional 

workshops, including two downtown design focused workshops and a public hearing before the Village 

Board adopts the plan. Mr. Fish then described the concepts that will be addressed in the Plan, including 

a focus on sustainability, the downtown, and updates to elements of the zoning code. 

Ariana Branchini, BFJ Planning, discussed preliminary research on existing conditions, including land use, 

zoning and demographic data. A focus of the plan will be on the downtown commercial and multi-family 

residential area near the train station, while other portions of the Village will be preserved. Notable 

demographic trends include the growth of the Hispanic population since 2000, and a population that is 

getting younger since 2010. A majority of units in Mount Kisco are in multi-family residential buildings, 

and nearly half of households in the Village rent. Households who rent tend to spend more of their 

income on monthly rental costs, with more than half of renters qualifying as “rent-burdened.”  

Simon Kates, BFJ Planning, presented the vision and goals from the existing 2000 Comprehensive Plan. 

The 2018 Plan will use these goals as a starting point to begin the visioning process, with the addition of 

a new focus on principles of sustainability and a vision for the downtown.  

Following the presentation, the public was invited to provide feedback on the existing goals and vision. 

Each participant received six green dots, and was asked to put them next to the goals they thought were 

most significant. There were boards and maps available for the public to provide feedback and share 

their ideas (see attached). 



Village of Mount Kisco 
Comprehensive Plan 

2 
 

  

  

Following a break, Frank Fish moderated a town hall discussion in which members of the public were 

given an opportunity to ask questions and share comments and ideas. Below is a summary of the town-

hall discussion. 

Public Comment: 

1. Traffic in Mount Kisco- would it help to make a one way loop so traffic isn’t obstructed by 

people parking. 

2. Brookside Village- access road to new Shoprite should be examined. There is already so much 

traffic, the new road and Shoprite will guarantee lots of traffic, the Fox Run condos will be 

affected. This should be re-examined. 

a. This may not be a Comprehensive Plan issue, depending on where in the process this 

proposal is. 

3. North Bedford Rd is a residential area with multi-family housing. 

4. The existing housing stock currently has a missing segment- housing within the range of $1,200-

$2,000 per month for young people is not available. The hospital is a major employer, but many 

people who work there cannot afford to live in Mount Kisco. The plan should consider housing 

needs of young professionals. 

5. Prior county executive made affordable housing a political issue. People in Mount Kisco want 

affordable housing.  

a. The county is applying for CDBG money for this purpose. 
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6. Will the plan look at regional traffic planning? 

a. Yes, the Plan will look at traffic patterns and issues at the regional level. 

7. Balance of development is important, the Plan should also focus on preservation of green 

spaces and the rehabilitation of underutilized buildings, not only new development. The Village 

must focus on protecting green spaces and ensure that they are not developed. Development 

should be thoughtful and unifying. 

8. What is a charrette? Most people don’t know that term. The meeting on March 17 should be 

called a “design workshop” for clarity. 

9. Buildings should be in context- is this what form based zoning means? What is form based 

zoning? 

a. A form based code will focus on the design and on how the building relates to the 

street. The idea is to design well but not over-control. 

b. The Village also has an Architectural Review Board. 

10. Pleasantville has town colors that unify the design of the downtown area. Signs all use the same 

font, and this uniformity makes a difference, improves the aesthetics. 

11. Design guidelines were brought up about ten years ago- there was concern over who would pay, 

and how to get people on board. 

12. Will the Plan incorporate business perspective/real estate and other stakeholders like the 

Chamber of Commerce? This could be helpful in gaining their commitment and involvement. 

a. These groups are welcome as part of the whole process. 

b. BFJ will also be conducting focus groups as part of the outreach process. This may 

include groups such as the Hispanic community; merchants and owners; and those with 

an environmental focus. 

13. Are there other towns and plans that are examples of success? Examples, precedents would be 

useful to educate people on what is being done, and what other communities’ strategies have 

been. Katonah could serve as an example, there are very few vacancies there. 

 

 


















